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In-Person at 1 Avenue A, Turners Falls 
and VIA ZOOM 

AGENDA 

Zoom Login: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84884566659? 

 Meeting ID: 848 8456 6659    Passcode: 405436 

Dial into meeting:    +1 646 558 8656 

 This meeting/hearing of the Selectboard will be held in person at the location provided on this 

notice. Members of the public are welcome to attend this in-person meeting. Please note that 

while an option for remote attendance and/or participation is being provided as a courtesy to the 

public, the meeting/hearing will not be suspended or terminated if technological problems 

interrupt the virtual broadcast, unless otherwise required by law. Members of the public with 

particular interest in any specific item on this agenda should make plans for in-person vs. virtual 

attendance accordingly. 

Topics may start earlier than specified, unless there is a hearing scheduled 

Meeting Being Taped Votes May Be Taken 

1. 6:30 PM Selectboard Chair opens the meeting, including announcing that the meeting is 
being recorded and roll call taken  

2. 6:30 Approve Selectboard Minutes from August 28 and September 11, 2023 

3. 6:35 Mass in Motion Grant Report (Collen Doherty, Roberta Potter) 

• Presentation of Mass in Motion Study Findings

• Response to Findings and Next Steps for MiM Grant Work

4. 6:45 Application For Use of Peskeompskut Park: Turners Falls Music Department Fall 
Music Festival, 9am – 4pm, Saturday, October 28 

5. 6:50 Personnel Board: 

• Appoint Mackenzie Salls, Administrative Assistant to the Board of Health. NAGE
Union Grade B, Step 1, 35 hours, $19.28/hour. Effective October 2, 2023.

• Personnel Action – Termination (Retirement). Anne Stuart, Temporary
Administrative Assistant to the Board of Health. Effective October 26, 2023.

• Update:  Open Town Clerk Administrative Assistant Position Posted

6. 7:00 Execute CDBG Grant in the amount of $1,325,682 with the Executive Office of 
Housing and Livable Communities (EOHLC), inclusive of any related forms  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84884566659
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7.  7:05 October 10, 2023 Special Town Meeting Draft Warrant and Recommendations 

• Review and Discuss Draft Warrant and Motions 

• Special Town Meeting Warrant - To Approve and Execute October 10, 2023 
draft warrant, attached hereto 

• Special Town Meeting Motions - To Consider any Recommendations 
 
 
8.  7:25 Assistant Town Administrator Business 

• Montague City Road Flooding- Relief project updates 

• Montague Center Library Masonry and Roof Repair updates 

• First Street Housing Development update 

 
 
9.  7:40 Town Administrator Business 

• Accept MIIA Grant Award for Confined Space Entry Safety Equipment 
($3,323) 

• Falls Fest 2023 on October 21 – Planning Update 

• Shea-Colle Roof Project Progress Report  

• Update on Strathmore Boarding and Other Necessary Repairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Next Meeting:  Selectboard, Monday, September 25, 2023 at 6:30 PM, via ZOOM      
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Line Item   Dollar Amount Increase 
122 Selectboard   $   800   

 135 Accountant   $1,000     
 145 Treasurer/Tax Collector     $   300    
 420 DPW    $1,000     
 

(Selectboard Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to increase the COLA base for Montague Contributory 
Retirement System retirees from $18,000 to $30,000, effective July 1, 2024, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

(Montague Retirement Board Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $12,500, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing cable related equipment for MCTV and anything incidental or related 
thereto, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Selectboard Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 5.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $12,885.56, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
increasing the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Board of Health Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $4,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing two signs for the Highland Woods green burial area, including any and 
all incidental or related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Cemetery Commission Request) 
 
 

ARTICLE 7.  To see if the Town will vote pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 114, 
Section 23 to approve all policies and regulations promulgated by the Montague Cemetery 
Commission prior to the date of this meeting, copies of which are available at the Office of the 
Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at https://www.montague-
ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf ; and further to grant 
the Montague Cemetery Commission authority to promulgate additional policies and 

https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf
https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf
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regulations and to amend, revise and/or delete all such policies and regulations, subject to the 
approval of the Selectboard, without further approval at Town Meeting, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.  

(Cemetery Commission Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $500,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
constructing and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, park 
improvements on the Town’s property located at Montague Center Park, Map 43, Lots 118, 
119, 121, 122, & 123 which property is held by, managed and controlled by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission of the Town of Montague for public playground and recreation center 
purposes; and, further to dedicate said property to park and active recreation purposes under 
the provisions of G.L. Chapter 45, Section 3 in perpetuity; provided, however, that such funds 
shall not be expended unless the Town is approved for a Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations 
for Communities (“PARC”) Grant from the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services for 
reimbursement of all or a percentage of the project cost, and to authorize the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, with the approval of the Selectboard, to file on behalf of the Town any 
and all applications deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from any federal, 
state or other funds, and to enter into such grant agreements and execute any and all 
instruments as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing, or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.   

(Parks and Recreation Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 9.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $7,566.81, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
paying a prior year unpaid bill of the Clean Water Facility, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to establish a special purpose Clean Water Facility Do 
Not Use (DNU) Until 2064 Stabilization Fund in accordance with MGL Chapter 40 Section 5B, 
and raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow or otherwise provide the sum 
of $68,100, or any other amount, for the purpose of funding said stabilization fund, or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $209,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
increasing the amount appropriated pursuant to  Article 18 of the May 7, 2022 Annual Town 



 

Special Town Meeting Warrant  
October 10, 2023 

Page 4 of 5 

Meeting, which appropriated the sum of  $130,000 for the purchase and installation of a 
backup generator for the Clean Water Facility and all incidental installation costs to include but 
not be limited to the corresponding moving of transfer switches and fuel tank, or pass any vote 
or votes in relation thereto.  
 

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $50,400, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
performing a local limits study in accordance with the Town's National Pollution Elimination 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit obligations requirements, including any and all 
incidental and related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $95,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
replacing two pumping station generators, including any and all incidental and related costs, or 
pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 
 

(Sewer Commission– CWF Request) 
 
 
ARTICLE 14.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $99,900, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to conduct analysis and reporting in support of 
collections system regulatory compliance, and for the development of updated local sewer 
regulations, including all related or incidental costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  
 

(Sewer Commission– DPW Request) 
 

 
ARTICLE 15.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $50,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to assess and develop plans related to the Town’s 
wastewater collections system capacity, operations and maintenance, and high flow protocols, 
inclusive of a including all related or incidental costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Sewer Commission – DPW Request) 
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ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to acquire and accept, by donation, from Farren Care 
Center, Inc., or the current owner, the real property located at 340-350, and 356 Montague City 
Road, Turners Falls, and shown as Parcels 12-0-044, 12-0-044A, and 12-0-051, and being Lots B 
and C on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Montague Massachusetts Surveyed for The Farren 
Memorial Hospital” dated September 11, 1989, recorded with the Franklin Registry of Deeds in 
Plan Book 79, Page 4, on such terms and conditions as the Selectboard shall deem to be in the 
best interest of the Town; and to authorize the Selectboard to take all actions and execute all 
documents necessary and appropriate for said acquisition and acceptance, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.   

(Selectboard Request) 

 

 

Given under our hands this 18th day of September in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and 
Twenty-Three. 
 
 
        
Richard Kuklewicz, Chairman 
Selectboard, Town of Montague 
 
 
        
Matthew Lord 
 
 
        
Christopher M. Boutwell, Sr. 
 
 
Franklin, ss      Montague, MA          September          , 2023 
 
Pursuant to the within warrant, I have warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague by 
posting attested copies of the same in a conspicuous place in each of the Post Offices, Libraries, 
and the Town Hall of the Town of Montague at least fourteen days before said meeting as 
within directed. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Constable of Montague 























https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ageing-and-health
https://states.aarp.org/massachusetts/livable-wednesdays
https://lifepathma.org/what-we-offer/health-and-wellness/age-and-dementia-friendly-program/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/reimagine-aging-year-three-progress-report/download.
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/age-friendly-massachusetts


https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/Selectboard_2022-12-05_Meeting_Material_Mass_in_Motion.pdf
https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/Selectboard_2022-12-05_Meeting_Material_Mass_in_Motion.pdf


















https://livablemap.aarp.org/#/view=map/path=%2Fmember%2Fmontague-ma
https://livablemap.aarp.org/#/view=map/path=%2Fmember%2Fmontague-ma
https://www.nextavenue.org/make-community-age-friendly/
























































FY 2023/2024 CDBG Grant Overview 

Montague (Total Grant, including admin costs, $1,325,681) 

• Hillcrest Neighborhood Playground Construction Project ($486,717) that will result in the

restoration of an existing public playground located at Hillcrest Elementary School in Turners

Falls.  The focus of the project will be to address the need to provide universal access to the

playground by building a playground with updated, engaging, accessible play structures and

educational features.  In addition, the playground will include ADA compliant pathways from the

school and parking areas so that no patrons, whether children or adults who are supervising

children, are excluded from participating in recess, summer activities, and playing on or being in

close proximity to the play structures.

• Housing Rehab Program ($350,000) that will offer deferred payment loans to rehabilitate

income eligible (80% AMI) owner-occupied single or multi-family properties located within the

town’s boundaries to create safe, decent, sanitary and affordable housing.  The goal of the

program is to rehabilitate to code at least 7 units.

• Avenue A Streetscape Design Project ($70,800) that will result in bid-ready plans and

specifications for the sections of sidewalks between 3rd and 5th Streets on the odd side of the

Avenue and between 4th and 5th Streets on the even side of the Avenue.

• Funding for 5 Social Service Programs which includes $20,000 allocations to the following

programs: 

1. Families Learning Together Strong:  Montague Catholic Social Ministries (MCSM):  A
program to provide early childhood literacy for children of Montague immigrant families.  It
also provides a family-based learning environment for English-learning students enrolled in
the Gill Montague School District.

2. Elder Self-Sufficiency and Stability Program: LifePath, Inc. will operate a program to assist
Montague elders to remain independent in their homes with service provisions to address
needs related to their housing, health, comfort, access to health care, and financial stability.

3. Peer Support and Advocacy Services for Residents in Recovery:
Wildflower Alliance, The Consortium, will operate a program to access peer support and

advocacy services to Montague residents in recovery and provides an “essential needs

station.” The programs are focused on individuals struggling with psychiatric diagnosis,

trauma, homelessness, addiction, and other life-interrupting challenges.

4. Youth Education and Prevention Program: A program to serve at-risk Montague youth in
three primary ways: mentorship, structured workshops, holistic person-first approach to arts
and education; a positive youth development framework by developing assets for
adolescents.  The program will focus on development of leadership skills and empowerment,
anti-bullying training, social justice education, and art education and development, with
services provided by The Brick House Community Resource Center.

5. Montague Home Delivered Meals Program: LifePath, Inc. will provide meals to elder
homebound residents of Montague, Monday through Friday, and will also provide well-being
checks.
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
October 10, 2023 

Franklin, ss. 
To either of the Constables of the Town of Montague in the County of Franklin: 

GREETING: 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify 

and warn the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in 
the Turners Falls High School Theater, 222 Turnpike Road, Montague on Tuesday, October 10, 
2023, at 6:30 P.M. and to act on the following articles and any motions which may be 
presented.   

ARTICLE 1.  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Montague Consolidated 
Personnel By-Law by adding Section XIII as follows, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto: 

Section XIII. Longevity 
A) Annual longevity payments will be provided in the following amounts for benefited,

non-police employees who have completed the indicated years of service:

Five years     $300 
Ten years    $500 
Fifteen years     $900 
Twenty years  $1,000 
Twenty-five years $1,100 
Thirty years  $1,200 

B) The payments authorized by this section shall be applied to the compensation of
eligible employees retroactively as of July 1, 2023.

(Selectboard Request) 

ARTICLE 2.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow, or otherwise provide the sum of $3,100, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
increasing the FY2024 budgets for the following departments to accommodate the cost of  
longevity payments for non-police employees who have completed specified years of service, 
said appropriation to be contingent upon passage and approval of the bylaw amendment 
proposed in Article 1 of this Special Town Meeting Warrant; or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.  

7a
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Line Item Dollar Amount Increase 
122 Selectboard $   800 
135 Accountant $1,000 
145 Treasurer/Tax Collector $   300 
420 DPW $1,000 

(Selectboard Request) 

ARTICLE 3.  To see if the Town will vote to increase the COLA base for Montague Contributory 
Retirement System retirees from $18,000 to $30,000, effective July 1, 2024, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

(Montague Retirement Board Request) 

ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $12,500, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing cable related equipment for MCTV and anything incidental or related 
thereto, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Selectboard Request) 

ARTICLE 5.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $12,885.56, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
increasing the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Board of Health Request) 

ARTICLE 6.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $4,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing two signs for the Highland Woods green burial area, including any and 
all incidental or related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto.  

(Cemetery Commission Request) 

ARTICLE 7.  To see if the Town will vote pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 114, 
Section 23 to approve all policies and regulations promulgated by the Montague Cemetery 
Commission prior to the date of this meeting, copies of which are available at the Office of the 
Town Clerk and on the Town’s website at https://www.montague-
ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf ; and further to grant 
the Montague Cemetery Commission authority to promulgate additional policies and 

https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf
https://www.montague-ma.gov/files/MCC_Rules_and_Regulations_Final_Revised_May_2023.pdf
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regulations and to amend, revise and/or delete all such policies and regulations, subject to the 
approval of the Selectboard, without further approval at Town Meeting, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto. 

(Cemetery Commission Request) 

ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $500,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
constructing and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, park 
improvements on the Town’s property located at Montague Center Park, Map 43, Lots 118, 
119, 121, 122, & 123 which property is held by, managed and controlled by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission of the Town of Montague for public playground and recreation center 
purposes; and, further to dedicate said property to park and active recreation purposes under 
the provisions of G.L. Chapter 45, Section 3 in perpetuity; provided, however, that such funds 
shall not be expended unless the Town is approved for a Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations 
for Communities (“PARC”) Grant from the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services for 
reimbursement of all or a percentage of the project cost, and to authorize the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, with the approval of the Selectboard, to file on behalf of the Town any 
and all applications deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from any federal, 
state or other funds, and to enter into such grant agreements and execute any and all 
instruments as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing, or pass any vote or votes in 
relation thereto.   

(Parks and Recreation Request) 

ARTICLE 9.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $7,566.81, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
paying a prior year unpaid bill of the Clean Water Facility, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to establish a special purpose Clean Water Facility Do 
Not Use (DNU) Until 2064 Stabilization Fund in accordance with MGL Chapter 40 Section 5B, 
and raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, borrow or otherwise provide the sum 
of $68,100, or any other amount, for the purpose of funding said stabilization fund, or pass any 
vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $209,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
increasing the amount appropriated pursuant to  Article 18 of the May 7, 2022 Annual Town 
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Meeting, which appropriated the sum of  $130,000 for the purchase and installation of a 
backup generator for the Clean Water Facility and all incidental installation costs to include but 
not be limited to the corresponding moving of transfer switches and fuel tank, or pass any vote 
or votes in relation thereto.  

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $50,400, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
performing a local limits study in accordance with the Town's National Pollution Elimination 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit obligations requirements, including any and all 
incidental and related costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Sewer Commission - CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $95,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
replacing two pumping station generators, including any and all incidental and related costs, or 
pass any vote or votes in relation thereto. 

(Sewer Commission– CWF Request) 

ARTICLE 14.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $99,900, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to conduct analysis and reporting in support of 
collections system regulatory compliance, and for the development of updated local sewer 
regulations, including all related or incidental costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Sewer Commission– DPW Request) 

ARTICLE 15.  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, 
borrow or otherwise provide the sum of $50,000, or any other amount, for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to assess and develop plans related to the Town’s 
wastewater collections system capacity, operations and maintenance, and high flow protocols, 
inclusive of a including all related or incidental costs, or pass any vote or votes in relation 
thereto.  

(Sewer Commission – DPW Request) 
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ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to acquire and accept, by donation, from Farren Care 
Center, Inc., or the current owner, the real property located at 340-350, and 356 Montague City 
Road, Turners Falls, and shown as Parcels 12-0-044, 12-0-044A, and 12-0-051, and being Lots B 
and C on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Montague Massachusetts Surveyed for The Farren 
Memorial Hospital” dated September 11, 1989, recorded with the Franklin Registry of Deeds in 
Plan Book 79, Page 4, on such terms and conditions as the Selectboard shall deem to be in the 
best interest of the Town; and to authorize the Selectboard to take all actions and execute all 
documents necessary and appropriate for said acquisition and acceptance, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.   

(Selectboard Request) 

Given under our hands this 18th day of September in the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand and 
Twenty-Three. 

Richard Kuklewicz, Chairman 
Selectboard, Town of Montague 

Matthew Lord 

Christopher M. Boutwell, Sr. 

Franklin, ss      Montague, MA  September  , 2023 

Pursuant to the within warrant, I have warned the Inhabitants of the Town of Montague by 
posting attested copies of the same in a conspicuous place in each of the Post Offices, Libraries, 
and the Town Hall of the Town of Montague at least fourteen days before said meeting as 
within directed. 

_________________________________________________ 
Constable of Montague 
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SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
TOWN OF MONTAGUE 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
October 10, 2023 

MOTIONS 

ARTICLE 1. Moved: That the Town vote to amend the Town of Montague Consolidated 
Personnel By-Law by adding Section XIII as follows: 

Section XIII Longevity 
A) Annual longevity payments will be provided in the following amounts for benefited,

non-police employees who have completed the indicated years of service:

Five years     $300 
Ten years    $500 
Fifteen years     $900 
Twenty years  $1,000 
Twenty-five years $1,100 
Thirty years  $1,200 

B) The payments authorized by this section shall be applied to the compensation of
eligible employees retroactively as of July 1, 2023.

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0 

ARTICLE 2. Moved:  That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $3,1 00 for the purpose of 
increasing the FY2024 budgets for the following departments to fund the cost of longevity 
payments to eligible non-police employees, said appropriation to be contingent upon passage 
and approval of the bylaw amendment proposed in Article 1 of this Special Town Meeting 
Warrant, said sum to be raised from Free Cash.  

Line Item Dollar Amount Increase 
122 Selectboard $   800 
135 Accountant $1,000 
145 Treasurer/Tax Collector $   300 
420 DPW $1,000 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0 

7b
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ARTICLE 3.  MOVED: That the Town vote to increase the COLA base for Montague Contributory 
Retirement System retirees from $18,000 to $30,000 effective July 1, 2024. 

 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0  

 
 
ARTICLE 4. Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $12,500 for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing cable-related equipment for MCTV and anything incidental or related 
thereto, said sum to be raised from PEG Access Funds. 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0  

 
 

ARTICLE 5. Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $12,885.56 for the purpose 
of increasing the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund, said sum to be raised from Free Cash. 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0 

 
 
ARTICLE 6.  Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $4,000 for the purpose of 
purchasing and installing two signs for the Highland Woods green burial area, including any and 
all incidental or related costs, said sum to be raised from Sale of Highland Cemetery Lots.  
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 7-0  

 
 

ARTICLE 7.  MOVED: That the Town vote pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 
114, Section 23 to approve all policies and regulations promulgated by the Montague Cemetery 
Commission prior to the date of this meeting, as shown on the handout titled “Rules and 
Regulations of the Montague Cemetery Commission, Revised May 8, 2023”; and further to 
grant the Montague Cemetery Commission authority to promulgate additional policies and 
regulations and to amend, revise and/or delete all such policies and regulations, subject to the 
approval of the Selectboard, without further approval at Town Meeting.   
  

Selectboard Recommends  -  
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ARTICLE 8.  MOVED: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $500,000 for the purpose of 
constructing and for the payment of all other costs incidental and related thereto, park 
improvements on the Town’s property located at Montague Center Park, Map 43, Lots 118, 
119, 121, 122, & 123 which property is held by, managed and controlled by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission of the Town of Montague for public playground and recreation center 
purposes; and, further to dedicate said property to park and active recreation purposes under 
the provisions of G.L. Chapter 45, Section 3 in perpetuity; provided, however, that such funds 
shall not be expended unless the Town is approved for a Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations 
for Communities (“PARC”) Grant from the Massachusetts Division of Conservation Services for 
reimbursement of all or a percentage of the project cost, and to authorize the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, with the approval of the Selectboard, to file on behalf of the Town any 
and all applications deemed necessary for grants and/or reimbursements from any federal, 
state or other funds, and to enter into such grant agreements and execute any and all 
instruments as may be necessary to accomplish the foregoing, said sum to be raised from the 
Town Capital Stabilization Fund.  
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0  

Capital Improvements Committee Recommends  5 - 0 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.  Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $7,566.81 for the purpose of 
paying a prior year unpaid bill of the Clean Water Facility, said sum to be raised from Clean 
Water Facility Retained Earnings.  
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0   

 
 
Article 10. Moved: That the Town vote to establish a special purpose Clean Water Facility Do 
Not Use (DNU) Until 2064 Stabilization Fund in accordance with MGL Chapter 40 Section 5B, 
and appropriate the sum of $68,100 for the purpose of funding said stabilization fund, said sum 
to be raised from the Clean Water Facility Retained Earnings. 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0   

 
 
ARTICLE 11.  Moved:  That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $209,000 for the purpose 
of increasing the amount appropriated pursuant to  Article 18 of the May 7, 2022 Annual Town 
Meeting, which appropriated the sum of  $130,000 for the purchase and installation of a 
backup generator for the Clean Water Facility and all incidental installation costs to include but 
not be limited to the corresponding moving of transfer switches and fuel tank, said sum to be 
raised from Clean Water Facility Retained Earnings.  
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Selectboard Recommends  -  

Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0   
Capital Improvements Committee Recommends 5 - 0   

 
 
ARTICLE 12. Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $50,400 for the purpose of 
performing a local limits study in accordance with the Town's National Pollution Elimination 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit obligations requirements, including any and all 
incidental and related costs, said sum to be raised from Clean Water Facility Retained Earnings. 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0 

 
 
ARTICLE 13. Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $95,000 for the purpose of 
replacing two pumping station generators, including any and all incidental and related costs, 
said sum to be raised from Clean Water Facility Retained Earnings. 
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0   

Capital Improvements Committee Recommends 5 - 0   
 

 
ARTICLE 14.  Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $99,900 for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to conduct analysis and reporting in support of 
collections system regulatory compliance, and for the development of updated local sewer 
regulations, including any and all related or incidental costs, said sum to be raised from Clean 
Water Facility retained earnings.  
 

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 5 - 2   

 
 
ARTICLE 15.  Moved: That the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $50,000 for the purpose of 
securing professional consulting services to assess and develop plans related to the Town’s 
wastewater collections system capacity, operations and maintenance, and high flow protocols, 
including any and all related or incidental costs, said sum to be raised from Clean Water Facility 
retained earnings. 
  

Selectboard Recommends  -  
Finance Committee Recommends 6 - 0  
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ARTICLE 16. Moved That the Town vote to acquire and accept, by donation, from Farren Care 
Center, Inc., or the current owner, the real property located at 340-350, and 356 Montague City 
Road, Turners Falls, and shown as Parcels 12-0-044, 12-0-044A, and 12-0-051, and being Lots B 
and C on a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Montague Massachusetts Surveyed for The Farren 
Memorial Hospital” dated September 11, 1989, recorded with the Franklin Registry of Deeds in 
Plan Book 79, Page 4, on such terms and conditions as the Selectboard shall deem to be in the 
best interest of the Town; and to authorize the Selectboard to take all actions and execute all 
documents necessary and appropriate for said acquisition and acceptance, or pass any vote or 
votes in relation thereto.   

Selectboard Recommends  -  

 

<<End>> 
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Attachment A 

 
Following are specifications and requirements for the Strathmore Mill Boarding project.  

 

Specifications - Contractor shall… 

• board 21 windows that are easily accessible to trespassers from the roof of Strathmore 

Building 4, adjacent to Buildings 1, 2, and 9. 

• remove and properly dispose of broken glass and debris in the window wells. 

• apply weatherproof construction adhesive to the perimeter of the window against which 

CDX plywood will be affixed.  

• Install ¾” CDX plywood boards in such a fashion as they will rest on the masonry sill 

and be secured to the brick along the side and top edges of the windows, employing 

tapcons or wedge anchors as necessary to achieve positive fastening.  

• Reinforce roof entry door into building 2 with 2x4 bar brackets and bar. 

 

Administrative - Contractor  

• Furnish proof of insurance naming the Town as additional insured in accordance with the 

project agreement. 

• Pay all eligible workers MA prevailing wage and file wage reports on a weekly basis 

with the Montague Town Administrator. 

• Following inspection of work and verification it is done to the Town’s satisfaction, file an 

invoice that will be promptly processed and paid. 
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